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Intoduction 
 

     

The Ministry of Economy Speach 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce (MEC), in collaboration 
with the private sector and civil 
society, has been encouraging social 
development throughout the state 
in order to promote Qatar's 
National Vision 2030 based on the 
principles of social responsibility. 
 
The MEC's efforts have culminated 
in Qatar's address to the 65th 
session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, which asserted 
that "the principle of social 
responsibility remains a priority 
around which Qatar has hosted 
several conferences, including 
corporate social responsibility." 
 
To date, the MEC has hosted four 
conferences on corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) in Qatar, 
through which it called for viewing 
CSR as an economic and 
environmental necessity for the 
government, Qatari companies, and  

 companies operating in Qatar, to be 
implemented for the benefit of 
Qatari society and to avoid any 
damages caused by these 
companies. 
 
In addition, the Ministry has called 
for the formation of a local 
association that includes civil 
society and companies in order to 
address the obstacles facing social 
responsibility and suggest viable 
solutions for overcoming them. 
 
The MEC intends to launch a Qatari 
CSR index that takes into account 
similar international experiments 
based on relevant UN standards. 
The Ministry also seeks to form a 
CSR network that covers Qatari 
companies in general and 
companies registered in the Qatari 
stock exchange in particular, in 
order to promote the exchange of 
ideas and help these companies 
work closely to meet CSR standards. 
 
The Ministry plans to carry out the 
principles and standards recognized 
in the UN Charter as the most 
universal and inclusive tool, while 
taking into account the traditions 
and heritage of the Qatari society, 
in addition to offering an annual 
CSR Award and website. 
 
Moreover, the MEC believes in the 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
support of CSR initiatives through 
encouraging and facilitating 
corporate actions, implementing 
the resulting developmental 
projects, engaging small and 
medium enterprises in CSR, and 
integrating the concept of social 
responsibility into education in 
order to make future generations 
aware of CSR. 

 The MEC adopts sustainable CSR 
projects as they have long term 
impacts rather than using the 
temporary financial aid method. 
 
Further, the MEC intends to 
consolidate the concept of CSR and 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ vŀǘŀǊΩǎ 
National Vision 2030 by spreading the 
concept among individuals and 
companies through training courses, 
workshops and media. 
 
The Ministry urges companies and 
businesses to determine the 
dimensions of their voluntary CSR 
based on their work environment. It 
also encourages companies to direct 
their efforts toward sustainable 
development. 
 
Headed by the MEC, a team has been 
formed to suggest CSR standards for 
Qatari companies. The team includes a 
number of bodies and ministries, 
including the Ministries of 
Environment, Labor and Social Affairs; 
the Qatar Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry; Qatar Exchange; the National 
Committee for Human Rights; and the 
Audit Bureau. 
 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Qatari principles and standards, 
appropriate steps will be taken to 
maximize the benefits of the desired 
goals and to guarantee sustainable 
development in the future. 
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The Qatar CSR Networké Seven Years of Leadership 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We are proud to display our 
entrepreneurship to our readers 
through the Qatar Social 
Responsibility Network. The 
Network is the first social-
responsibility web portal in Qatar. 
The portal was officially launched 
on 16 May, 2007, and has steadily 
grown to offer more leading 
initiatives. 
 

Qatar CSR has received extensive 
media attention and coverage since 
its inception. It currently has vast 
exposure, with hundreds of 
thousands of people from 100 
countries accessing it every month. 
 

The network is available in three 
domains, and shows in the top 
search-engine results in the realm 
of social responsibility. It plays a 
vital role in supporting research and 
students writing theses, and is also 
considered a major source of 
information for the press, especially 
vŀǘŀǊΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 

Qatar CSR obtained exclusive 
coverage of important national 
events, and posted the opinions of 
ambassadors, VIPs and 
businessmen. Notable events are 
Qatar National Day and the opening 
of the Museum of Islamic Arts, 
among others. The network 
provides the Qatari press with many 
sustainable-development-related 
studies and reports, and serves as a 
major platform for corporations 
seeking to publicize their CSR 
initiatives and other news. 
 

Qatar CSR has acquired 
international acknowledgment, and 
was invited by the Arab University 
League to represent Qatar at the 
first Arab Forum on Social 
Responsibility. 

 It has created partnerships with the 
public and private sectors, including 
a strategic partnership with the 
Qatar Green Center of the Ministry 
of Environment, and is sponsored by 
Masraf Al-Rayyan. 
 

vŀǘŀǊ /{w wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмн Χ 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ 
Entrepreneurship 
The Qatar CSR Report was a strategic 
project of the network aimed at 
enhancing its leadership. The first 
report of its kind in Qatar, the CSR 
Report published its first installment 
in 2012. 
 

The report received positive 
feedback and governmental support 
from the Statistics Authority, 
Administrative Control and 
Transparency Authority. The 
publication was also supported by 
the private sector, with the Qatar 
Chamber of Commerce and various 
banks which believe in social 
responsibility, including Doha Bank, 
Masraf Al-Rayyan, IBQ, the Islamic 
International Bank and Alkhaliji Bank 
all on board. 
 

Alongside this, the report received 
the support of multinationals that 
are mindful of supporting our 
community, including ExxonMobil, 
Maersk Qatar and Qatar Shell. 
The report shed light on social and 
humanitarian initiatives, including 
the Qatar Cancer Society, Qatar 
 

 Charity, Alsmakh Charity, Qatar 
center for the Blinds and the Qatar 
Volunteering Center. The first report 
also included a special file on COP-18, 
which took place in Doha late 2012. 
The Qatar CSR Report 2012 is 
available as a PDF on our websites. 
 

vŀǘŀǊ /{w wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмо Χ ¢ƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ 
Continues 
The Qatar CSR Report 2013 confirms 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
after its launch. The current report 
has attracted unprecedented 
academic attention, with more than 
20 Qatari personalities writing their 
thoughts and recommendations in it. 
 

The report demonstrates the 
leadership of the Ministry of 
Economy and Trade in the national 
efforts related to social responsibility. 
Led by RLIC-COP, which embraces 
seven companies (QatarGas, RasGas, 
Pearl GTL, Dolphin Energy, Oryx GTL 
and Alkhalij Gas), new companies 
joined the report this year. 
 

Other companies sponsoring and 
contributing to the report include 
Ooredoo, QAPCO, QAFCO, QAFAC, 
Tasweeq and Sasol. Further, Qatar 
CSR Report has signed a strategic 
partnership agreement with Qatar 
University that allows the research 
team there to contribute to it. 
 
 

Haitham Hossam Aldein 
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